
CHRISTIAN LIFE NOTES 

 
 
 

If we look around us; we 
find that there isn’t much we 
can do without bumping into 

some kind of influence.  We 
have both positive and 
negative influences in our 
everyday life. We may 
experience influences on 
Twitter, Facebook, email, TV, 
radio, friends, and family.  

Even when someone we know dies; a grandparent, mom or dad, a 
sibling or friend we find influences. We can ask ourselves: How did 
the interactions we have had with that person influence us? Was 
the influence positive? Was the influence Christian? How do we 
influence others?  
  

How can a Christian stay strong? How can we avoid the negative 
influences? Paul says in Romans 12:2 “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing 
you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and 
perfect.” This calls us to base our values and influences on what 
God’s word says. When we do this, we are strengthened with 

knowledge and confidence that what we believe and do is God 
pleasing. The Lord loves us. We, in turn, are to love others as 
deeply as our God does us.   
  

We ask: How will I influence others with my behavior, actions, 
kindnesses, and speech? We don’t always feel like being friendly and 
kind. But remember, God gives each person a set of skills that are 
specific. We are all different and have unique talents, strengths, 
and weaknesses. Guided by God, and his word, we can use our 
talents beautifully. God gives us what it takes to make positive 
impacts, to have conversations that can have an everlasting 
influence. We call on God in prayer and ask for strength, guidance, 
and perseverance. So, during your day, think of the people you 
meet and tasks at hand. How would God like to see them 
completed? With a grumpy negative attitude? Or a cheerful positive 
one? Do we leave things undone or ignored because it is difficult? 
Then ask God’s forgiveness. God will do it. In the name of Christ, 

we can shuck the negative influences and find positive ways to go 
about our day. He reaches out to us with forgiveness and gives us 
strength.  
  

Through God, we can be ready for positive Christian action. His 
action.  Paul writes in Ephesians 5:15-21 “Look carefully then how you 
walk, not as unwise but as wise, making the best use of the time, because 
the days are evil. Therefore, do not be foolish but understand what the will 
of the Lord is… be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms  

 
 
and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody to the Lord with 
your heart, giving thanks always and 
for everything to God the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
submitting to one  
another out of reverence for Christ.”  

  

His influence on our lives as 
baptized children is the biggest 
and best of all! For through Christ, 
we are saved. We have the sure 
and certain hope of heaven and 
eternal life. As LWML members 
we are privileged to influence 
others by sharing His life saving 
message with many through our 
mission grants as well as our 
personal witness.  We stand 
strong, united in our God, our 
outreach, in our homes, 
communities, church and world. 
Let us begin this new biennium 
looking forward to the joys of 
sharing Christ our Savior.  

 

 

Make known to 
the children of 
man your mighty 
deeds and the 
glorious splendor 
of your kingdom.  
  
Ps. 145:12  
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