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Then Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And 
the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. . . (I Samuel 16: 13). 

Greetings Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ,  

I was drawn into the Old Testament this morning, where Samuel shares this powerful story of David's anointing. 
Scholars are quick to remind us that the Spirit of the Lord... from that day forward, ensures us that whatever the future 
holds, we too are equipped for the work God calls us to do; and the Spirit is alive and active in us all.        

This is an important reminder for us, as we face a series of leadership changes and vacancies in our LWML 
Oregon District Board. Efforts are put forth to secure nominations, to fill the ballot in June 2022 for nine Board of 
Director vacancies, yet sadly, we face some challenges. This is also evident in the NWD, as messages from Rev. Paul 
Linnemann tell of struggling congregations and our aging populations. Yet, heartening programs are being designed to 
raise up a new generation of passionate people in leadership roles. Our LWML OD has sent out a cry for help during 
our Fall Zone Rallies these last two months now, and it becomes our obligation to identify new women for new roles 
and to encourage them and stay in personal contact; perhaps even offer to serve alongside them. You and I have the 
Holy Spirit, as do all believers, therefore, we are more capable of filling these roles than we might think! Being a 
diligent encourager might well be out of one's comfort zone, but we must also focus on the power of prayer, praying 
for and with that person. My Juniper Zone Rally was a day long spent on "Prayer;" twenty-three were in attendance, 
and what a privilege it was, to sit in small groups and pray with and for each other in person!  

Do you close a phone call to a dear one in prayer? It is powerful!                                                                                                                                   

Perhaps with some shoulders to the boulders, and pedal to the pavement, we can even envision teams of women 
from the same small groups to pick up a department and run with it, eliminating geographical barriers, as we wind 
down and defeat the pandemic! Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence (Psalm 
139:7)? These qualities of comfort surround us as we know God's presence spans the greatest, highest, and deepest. He 
cares and directs us for the preservation of all things.  

Can't He restore us to a healthy body of sisterhood as we meet our goals, pursue our missions, and reach out to 
new faces pouring into our churches in search of the Gospel? The answer lies in the last verse of that Psalm... and lead 
me in the way everlasting (Psalm 139:24b)!            

Folks at my home, Trinity, Bend, have spent the last 40 days, leading up to Reformation Sunday, in a day-by-day 
program workbook called the Red-Letter Challenge, meeting every Sunday in small groups to summarize the key 
words of each week's lessons with great, hearty discussions. Nothing challenges a good Lutheran more than 
verbalizing the foundation of their own faith around the key words: BEING, FORGIVING, SERVING, GIVING & 
GOING. Our LWML certainly is about serving, giving, and going where He leads us. BUT we admitted we surround 
ourselves and hang out with great Christian friends, so it becomes a challenge to move outside of the Christian circles.  

We are privileged to call upon & feel the Holy Spirit countless times a day. Our Bible reminds us so in this 
promise: By this we know that we abide in Him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit (I John 4: 13). 
The Elder Apostle finishes his book in the next chapter with this statement of purpose: ...that if we ask any-thing 
according to his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 
requests that we have asked of him (I John 5:14b-15). ... true when we pray for others.  

Closing with, Create in me a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within me (Psalm 51:10). 

Sincerely Yours, Pat Reck, Leader Development Chair 


