
Hug~In~A~Mug

 

   Today, Let’s  GO  Panning  for  Gold !  
Imagine! Gold is mentioned 417 times in the Bible, and 

Romans 8:29-30 is often known as “the Golden Chain of Redemption.” Our God loves us more 

than we can ever know. As one unwinds this metaphorical “chain,” Paul gives us the five links 

of gold: foreknown~predestined~called~ justified~glorified. I’m such a visual person, I was 

excited in my studies for this volume to stumble on this “picture.” This chain should excite and 

encourage us believers and bring comfort to our often, weary souls.                                               

I confess, I am enthralled in our Adult Bible study right after coffee and donuts at Trinity, 

Introduction to Romans, with Dr. Heather Stueve, our new Director of Family Ministries. It is so 

good to wade through the very background of Paul, who wrote this before his visit to Rome, to  

establish a common understanding of the faith God has given us, and to bring the word to those 

who had not heard it. BUT we have heard it. We know the promises of our God and the GRACE 

given without merit, and we boldly declare them.  How? With this perfect little stepping-stone to 

share with others “the many gold nuggets.”  

Our Pastor had a wonderful sermon last week, and his outline of the seven gifts as 

Christians in the field of our century’s “Gold Rush.” I rushed home and re-watched the service 

— and here they are folks. Think about them — opportunities, not one size fits all, BUT one or 

more must fit you, yes? Here in Romans 12:3-8, Paul laid out so beautifully and clearly our 

seven opportunities, “different gifts according to the grace given us.” They are: Prophesying, 

Serving, Teaching, Encouraging, Giving Generously, Leading Diligently, and Showing Mercy.                                                                                                                  

As we all look forward this month to the many such opportunities to step out this 

gorgeous season of Fall, our Zone Gatherings, being back from summer travels — and gathering 

the women of our congregations who long for and need our Fellowship, Bible study groups, 

small coffee times, widow-ministries, prayer chains and partners, home visits, just a simple 

phone call — “Each one ~ Reach one” seems a bit dated, but living alone and far from my 

church community, I can attest: Since voices never change as our hair grows whiter, how very 

much a phone call from a friend lights up my whole day! May this chain of His love encourage 

you to bring comfort to someone soon, enJOYthe fellowship of your faith families, tell others of 

your personal Peace, knowing you are a child of a loving Father, God. And use your Gift(s) to go 

“panning for more Gold” in the field of unbelievers — Be moved to Share, for God calls us to a 

greater Service.                                                    

                                                                               In His name, Patti Reck, HUG Author 

For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed 

to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn 

among many brothers. And those he predestined, he also 

called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, 

he also glorified (Romans 8:29-30 NIV). 


