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In the past four years God has led me on paths I never thought I would take. So now, 
with a new President in office, what are the paths that each of us will take? I’ve 
been trying to compose my last President’s article for the Leaguer for quite a while 
and couldn’t find the right words. Then on Mother’s Day, the Mustard Seed daily de-
votion was entitled “Everyday Celebrations: The Next Step.”* This devotion talks 
about graduation and what happens next, but it can be applied to other situations. 
This devotion put into words what I’ve been trying to say for myself. God does work 

in wonderful and mysterious ways. 

Graduation is a day to celebrate, to look back on where one has been over the past years. It is a day to 
remember the best of times. It is also a day to look forward to and wonder what is ahead. What is the 
next step? What will be encountered on that step? 

While we never know for certain what the future holds, we do have God’s assurance that we can confi-
dently take each step along the path knowing He is with us and in us. It means we never step out alone. 
We have God’s promise, The steps of a man are established by the LORD … the LORD upholds his hand 
(Psalm 37:23a, 24b). 

So, as you begin a new phase of your life, hold fast to the promise that is yours through faith in Jesus 
Christ. The Triune God goes with you. Be confident that as you take that next step He is with you and 
holds you with His mighty hand. 

Heavenly Father, I am excited about graduating, but I know my life is going to 
be different from now on. Please help me to cling to You for strength. In Jesus’ 
name I pray. Amen. 

It has been a pleasure to serve as the President for the LWML Oregon District 
for the past four years. I have learned a lot and hopefully have grown in my re-
lationships with my Lord, the women of the LWML, and especially with the 
women in the LWML Oregon District. Please continue to be LUTHERAN WOMEN 
IN MISSION! 

*Mustard Seed: Everyday Celebrations. Authors: Elaine Bickel and Jan 
Struck. 12/28 ©2015 Lutheran Women’s Missionary League, 801 Semi-
nary Place Ste. L010, St. Louis, MO 63105. 

Table of Contents 

 
 

President’s Message ……………………1 

Junior Pastoral Counselor ….……...…. 2 

Christian Life……… …………………… 3 

Tips from Servant Resources ………… 4 

Dear Lucy Leader ……………………… 5 

Zone News & Summer Plans……….. 6-7 

Leaguer Deadline   ……..…...………...  7 

Upcoming Events ……………………  8-9 

Spring Gathering Photos …..……… 10-11 

2024 Convention News …………… 12-13  

Where to find things…………………….14 

Officer Contact Information…………… 15 

Zone Presidents……………..………… 15 

 

OR Leaguer/Summer 2024           Page    1 

Immediate Past Oregon District President 



Renewed Joy 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, I’m writing this edition of the Counselor’s Corner a full month before 

convention. Yet, I’m writing it in full confidence of how you will read it when it gets published a week or 

so after convention – with renewed joy. We will be celebrating new officers even as we thank those who 

completed their terms and those who continue in their offices. We will all come with new ideas to ad-

dress new mission grants and new opportunities. And all of it, as I say with renewed joy.  

My confidence, our confidence in this joy rests on and in the Triune God who does not change. Consider 

this litany of passages. All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep 

his covenant and his testimonies (Psalm 25:10). He watches over, He will watch over every zone gather-

ing held, every mite offering, every mission grant funded. Why? Listen to what our Lord’s brother, 

James, writes. Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change (James 1:17). We know this finally in 

the ultimate gift God has given, His Son about whom the writer to the Hebrews reminds us. Jesus Christ 

is the same yesterday and today and forever (Hebrews 13:8).  

The core of our confidence, the assurance of our renewed joy, rests in Jesus. More specifically, in the 

Gospel, the great good news of what Jesus has done for us. His perfect obedience to the Law and His 

absolute submission to the judgment we deserved. His sacrificial death on the cross as the perfect and 

final Passover Lamb. His rest in the grave as He announced to the prince of this world the sure and final 

defeat of sin, death, and the devil. His glorious resurrection that publicly proclaimed his victory. And His 

triumphant ascension to the right hand of the Father where He continues to intercede for us as our High 

Priest. 

That core IS our message, our purpose, our joy — renewed joy. The names and the faces slowly change 

over time. We all have a season to serve; let it be a season of renewed joy. Joy in our Savior, joy in the 

message that we bring. Joy that Isaiah saw and proclaimed. Arise, shine, for your light has come, and the 

glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the 

peoples; but the Lord will arise upon you, and His glory will be seen upon you. And nations shall come to 

your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising (Isaiah 60:1–3). To God be the glory. Amen. 

 

 

OR Leaguer/Summer 2024          Page    2 

Junior Counselor’s Corner         Pastor J. Wesley Beck 



 Peace be with You! 

Peace Be with You!  In a recent church service 

Pastor pointed out how the Lord used this com-

forting command when people were scared or 

terrified. Have you been in a situation where you 

needed this salutation? These words emanate 

calm.  The Lord is with you! We often share this 

in church with one another as a greeting.  But 

how can we have peace in a world that is often 

in such a tizzy? As Christians we live by example. 

Paul guides the Philippians and in turn guides us 

in ways to show others our faith. Let your rea-

sonableness be known to everyone.  The Lord is 

at hand; do not be anxious about anything but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to 

God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding will guard your hearts and your 

minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:5-7). 

Our fear, our anxiousness, our cowardness, can 

all be lifted away as the Holy Spirit builds our 

faith through our worship, serving others, pray-

ers, Bible studies and devotions. Our corporate 

worship builds our focus by knowing we are for-

given, and we are not alone. Being with Christian 

friends gives us opportunities to share in God’s 

faithful service and friendship.  We can talk 

about our joys and worries, and we can offer 

words of comfort. 

Paul continues to exhort his new Christian 

friends to spend time thinking about the Lord’s 

greatness. The recent trendy word is “Positivity.”  

We should focus on God’s word — the Bible —

which will help us see the positive life God wants 

for us. It shows us how we can honor God by 

keeping our focus on Him.  

 

Let’s look at what Paul has to say: Finally, broth-

ers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if 

there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy 

of praise, think about these things. What you 

have learned and received and heard and seen in 

me- practice these things, and the God of peace 

will be with you (Philippians 4:8-9). Ahh, the God 

of peace will be with me! 

Read again the passage above.  Pick it apart as 

you examine how you spend your time. Are the 

books, TV, movies, or internet searches you 

watch truly honorable or commendable or wor-

thy of praise? Are we associating with people at 

work or free time who practice Christian values? 

Are we paying attention to our schools and what 

they are teaching and what our children are ex-

pected to learn? As Christians our actions should 

exemplify our Christian beliefs whether or not 

someone else is watching.  God IS watching and 

knows your heart.  As we strive to learn more 

about God and His love for us, we can have 

peace.  Ahh, the God of peace will be with us!  

We can look to the heavens and praise Him for 

the shower of blessings we have and pray:  

God, please help me guard my heart and mind to 

think and do things pleasing to you. Forgive me 

when I stray from you or lack faith. I know that 

you have all things in your hands.  Send your Holy 

Spirit to guide me in the direction I should go. 

Help me find peace through You every day.  

Thank you for sending Jesus to be our Savior from 

our sins.  Amen 

 

 

 

Lynne Beck, Vice President Christian Life 
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Tips from Servant 

Resources 

 

What Should We Do 

with All These Papers? 

 
(Excerpts from LWML’s Records Management 

Policy) 

What are we going to do with our zone and group 

meeting minutes and financial records? LWML has a 

handy-dandy policy to direct us. For the full policy, 

go to the lwml.org website and type “Records 

Management Policy” into the Search box. 

In the meantime, here’s a list of frequently asked-for 

document storage information: 

• Account ledgers 7 years 

• Bank statements 7 years 

and canceled checks 

• Financial reports Permanent 

• Scanned checks 60 days 

processed via Mobile Deposit 

• Policy and Procedure Manuals: Keep the 

current version along with revision history. 

• Meeting minutes: The answer is not clear. 

According to penningslaw.com, “Why Board 

Meetings Matter”, keep them for at least 10 

years. The American Society of Association 

Executives agrees, at least 10 years. 
 

Records disposal: when it’s time to eliminate a 

record, here’s what to do. 

Paper records: 

Recycle or put in the trash only if it is 

not sensitive, personally identifiable, or 

confidential. 

Shred, burn, or pulverize if it is sensitive, personally 

identifiable, or confidential info. 

Electronic records: 

Delete records, including shared 

network files on your computer 

desktop and laptop hard drive, 

including personal copies. 

Ahh, what a relief 

to know what to 

do. That’s what 

Servant Resources 

is for, to help you 

manage:  

Membership 

(group and 

individual). 

Leadership 

(strategies to help 

you lead meetings 

and events).  

Structure (bylaw support and storage). 

 

Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you 

who seek the LORD: 

look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

Look to Abraham your father 

and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, 

that I might bless him and multiply him. 

For the LORD comforts Zion; 

he comforts all her waste places 

and makes her wilderness like Eden, 

her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 

thanksgiving and the voice of song 

                 (Psalm 51:1–3)  
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Dear Lucy Leader … Finishing Your Leadership Role 
Summer is the transition time for leader servants. LWML provides help to support the handoff 

from past officer to new officer. The below resource is from lwml.org/post/dear-lucy. 

Dear Lucy Leader, 

I’ve enjoyed serving as a leader but it’s time for me to serve in another way.  Do you have any 

tips on what I should tell my successor?   

Departing Donna 

 

Dear Departing Donna, 

Thank you for serving as a leader in LWML. And thank you for recognizing the importance of a 

smooth transition between you and your successor. 

First of all, thank and praise God for the opportunity to serve Him. Make updates to your files. 

Clean house – don’t pass on things the new leader will not need. Meet with the new leader to 

make sure she understands the position and assure her that you will be there as a servant, 

resource, and mentor. Go over the files with her so she has a general understanding of the 

information you are passing to her. And most importantly, pray for and with the new leader. You 

can find more details at www.lwml.org/posts/leadership/stay-calm-and-transition-on. 

Thanking God for your leadership, 

Lucy Leader 



OR Leaguer/Summer 2024                 Page   6 

Zone News and Happenings 

 

Juniper Zone Spring Happenings at Trinity Lutheran, Bend, Oregon 

 
Trinity Bend’s LWML meets regularly on the third Saturday of each month. Given the most 
unpredictable winter weather and roads, any hope of having a Spring Rally at the Crescent Creek 
Cabin of “Family Kolzow” fell short. So, we turned our April 20 gathering into a successful Spring 
Tea, with our theme simply called “The Sisterhood and Power of Our Prayers.” We had a record 
28 women in attendance; each woman was asked to “bring a friend or new face to our church 
family!” 
 
Our icebreaker — with the group seated with loaded plates of goodies and hot coffee/tea — was 
to share the story behind the “precious teacup” they were asked to bring! There were some 
heart-warming stories played out and cups passed around. 
 
Pat Reck wrote the 40-minute devotional on the “Four W’s” packed into our prayer life. 
GiGi De Berry — beloved new member — helped keep the shared scripture readings going with 
discussions and personal testimony of answered prayers! 
 
At the end, each woman received a zip-loc bag with the makings for her new “Prayer Ribbon.” 
Each day we will build some 10–12 prayer requests from sisters, a church’s prayer chain, phone 
tree — whatever works, whenever requested — clipping color post-its, with miniature black 
clothespins the two women gifted us with — a strong visual reminder.  
 
It was a lovely event, and we all came away with Luther’s wisdom echoing in our ears, to answer 
the 4 W’s: Why? When? Where? & How? Luther said: “Prayer must be frequent, bold, honest & 
forthright, an integral part of the Christian life that starts with God’s command and promise!” 
Practical Advice on Prayer from Martin Luther, author Mary Jane Haemig. 
 
Submitted by: Pat Reck, Trinity Liaison 
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JUNIPER ZONE WILL HOST A SUMMER PICNIC & FALL CRESCENT CREEK GATHERING! 

The dates are set for our sisters of the Juniper Zone “to gather this summer/fall and rejoice” in two well-

planned events on the banks of breath-taking Central Oregon waterways!          

Ladies of Trinity/Bend and Faith/LaPine will enjoy a fine picnic on the banks of the Deschutes River at 

Sunriver, hosted by Lynn Holbrook, President of Trinity’s group, on August 17. They will share their on-

going community projects and updates from the District Convention: elections, grants, mission mites, 

and the giant ingathering for the AbleLite homes from their zone delegate, Pat Reck. 

September 26–29, all women are invited to our annual “Gathering” on the banks of Crescent Creek, off 

Hwy 58 at “Kabin Kolzow.” Returning for the third year will be our gracious devotion leader, Heather 

Stueve, Director of Christian Life & Family Connections.   

LaPine ladies often “command” the kitchen, while Char Kolzow, family “Kabin Matriarch,” commands the 

piano. And attendees take frequent creekside walks, swing, hike, play horseshoes, and there was an axe 

throwing wall recently constructed! We shall see how that turns out! 

Yours Truly, Pat Reck                                      

Your HUG contact on:                                          

District Dept. of Communications 

Ǐ 

 

Leaguer Schedule     
 

Fall 2024 
Submissions Due:  September 1, 2024          
Publication Date:   October 1, 2024 
 
Send items and photos to: 
 
Deb Weaver, Editor 
debeweaver@gmail.com 

 

 

Zone News and Happenings (continued) 



Upcoming Events and Dates 

     

July/August, 2024 

 

“All Nations, All Languages” at Hope Lutheran Church, 

Woodburn, Oregon. See page 9 for details. 

 

The Transition meeting for elected officers and pastoral counselors will be held sometime in July or August, 

2024. Details for this meeting will be announced in early July.  

 

September, 2024 

September Executive Committee Meeting will be held on Friday, September 20, 2024. The Board of Direc-

tors Meeting will be held on Saturday, September 21, 2024. We will be meeting at Grace Lutheran Church, 

Eugene, Oregon. Watch for more details. 

 

Southern Zone gathering will be held on Saturday, September 28, 2024 from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. at Zion 

Lutheran Church, Klamath Falls, Oregon. 
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2024 Spring Gathering Zone Photos 
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2024 Spring Gathering Zone 

Photos (Continued) 



OR Leaguer/Summer 2024                 Page   12 

Oregon District Convention News  

Praise be to God!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Check the District Website for more details about the approved Mission Grants, convention news and 

photos. 

2024-2026 Mission Grants 
 
At convention voting members voted to adopt the 2024-2026 Mission Grant Goal of  

     $102,000. 
 
 
25% of this goal goes to LWML (national) or 

      $25,500. 
 
75% of this goal goes toward funding the adopted LWML Oregon District Mission 

Grants or      $76,500. 
 
As a result of the motion to adopt all 17 mission grants, we would need to raise the 
Oregon District Mission Grant Goal of $76,500 by $19,000 to equal the $95,500 needed 
to fund all the adopted Mission Grants. 
 
We have a mite's carryover of over $40,000, call it a savings, to be used for Oregon 
District mission grants only.  $19,000 from that carryover will go toward funding the 
adopted 17 Mission Grants. 
 
Total dollar of Oregon District Mission Grants is $95,500 plus the 25% total of $25,500 
designated for LWML (national). This gives a needed total budget of  

     $121,000. 
 
 
 Estimated District Operating Expenses 
 
Estimated expenses are $66,950.00 
Operating expenses are paid from assessments, rally offerings and society (group) 
offerings.  
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Carol Reis, past Oregon District President, Deborah Weaver newly elected Oregon District President and 
Susan Brunkow, LWML Vice President Christian Life.  

Your Oregon District Officers (left to right): 

Barb Northrop, VP Gospel Outreach, Rev. Beck, Senior Pastoral Counselor, Lynne Beck, VP Christian Life, 

Janet Schultz, Interim VP of Communication, Joyce Twiss, Nominating Committee, Darla Schulte, Recording 

Secretary, Deb Weaver, President, Vicky Kuester, Treasurer and Carolyn Stucky, Nominating Committee 

Chairman. 

Absent: Rev. John Westhafer, Junior Pastoral Counselor, Janis Arnsdorf, VP Servant Resources, Elizabeth 

Lopez, VP Special Focus Ministries, Carol Reis, Nominating Committee, and Karen Reed, Financial Secretary. 

Oregon District Convention News (Cont.) 



 

     View the Leader DevelopmentΩs Monthly 
 

HUG-IN-A-MUG 
lwmlor.org/servant-resources 

 

Prayer Chain Email! 

         Let us pray with you. 

lwml.or.prayerchain@gmail.com 

Blessings on your day, Lynne Beck, Prayer Chain Coordinator 

Did you know? The LWML Oregon District has a Facebook page. If youΩre on Social 
Media, particularly Facebook, we welcome you to άlikeέ our page so that you can 
see what is going on in our district! Here is the link for our Facebook page: 
 

facebook.com/LWMLOregonDistrict/ 
 

Thank you, Janet Schultz, Interim VP of Communication  
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LWML Oregon District website: 

lwmlor.org 

 

LWML website: 

lwml.org/home 

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FLWMLOregonDistrict%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf2ca5b71c75f4fafce6708d8dd9f72f0%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637503024184668011%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLj


ZONE PRESIDENTS 
 

Emerald Zone—Delores Feddersen  

Interstate Zone—Joyce Twiss 

Juniper Zone Contact—Donna Luinstra 

Mt. Hood Zone—Connie Adams 

Myrtlewood Zone—Joan Mahaffy  

Pacific Zone—Zone EC Board 

Southern Zone—Janis Arnsdorf 

West Hills Zone—Judy Chase 

Willamette Zone—Karen Clark 

 

OFFICER CONTACT INFORMATION 

President—Debbie Weaver 

Email:  dwlwml2024@gmail.com 

Vice President of Christian Life—Lynne Beck 

Email:  lynnebeck5@gmail.com 

Vice President of Gospel Outreach— 

Barbara Northrop 

Email:  bnrnorthrop@centurylink.net 

Vice President of Special Focus Ministries— 

Elizabeth Lopez 

Email: rizushimai@hotmail.com 

Vice President of Servant Resources—Janis Arsndorf 

Email:  jarnsdorf@outlook.com 

Interim Vice President of Communication— 

Janet Schultz 

Email:  janet.h.schultz@gmail.com   

Recording Secretary—Darla Schulte 

Email:  darla.lwmlor@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary—Karen Reed 

Email:  grandmakaren_1@charter.net 

Treasurer—Vicky Kuester 

Email:  makuester13@yahoo.com 

Senior Pastoral Counselor—Rev. J. Wesley Beck 

Email: jwesleybeck27@gmail.com 

Junior Pastoral Counselor— Rev. John Westhafter 

Email:  OSLC@peak.org 

 

 

Mission Statement 
 

  As Lutheran Women in Mission, we  
 Joyfully proclaim Christ, support missions, 
and equip women to honor God by  

serving others.  
 

 

Oregon District Mission Statement 
Lutheran Women in Mission will, by God's grace, ignite, 
involve, equip and encourage women of the Oregon District 
to express their faith as servants of the Triune God through 
joyful Christian Ministry. 

Each woman of the LCMS is the 

Heart of LWML. Christ is in the heart 

of each woman as she engages in 

mission education, mission inspira-

tion, mission service, and mission 

support. Each woman of the LCMS 

is invited to embrace her role as a 

Lutheran Woman in Mission. 

LWML Goal 

ñAs a Lutheran Woman in Mission, I 

will share the joy and wonder of 

what is done through the LWML by 

the grace of God ð the resources 

created, the missions supported, 

and the ministries provided.ò 
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Please remember to submit photos 

of your LWML gatherings and 

events for publication in the 

Leaguer to Deb Weaver, Editor, at  

debeweaver@gmail.com 

And to Janet Schultz for the website 

at 

 janet.h.schultz@gmail.com 


