
Pax Domini: “The peace of the 

Lord be with you always.” 

As “poor miserable sinners” we yearn for peace. 

Peace with our families, peace with our co-

workers, peace with our neighbors, peace with 

ourselves! We read books or blogs about 

relationships. We go to counselling. We pray. 

None of our solutions are bad! In fact, they are 

very helpful and often needed. They just are not 

enough. Peace, true peace, is known only in the 

Prince of Peace, the Lamb of God who takes 

away the sin of the world.  

At Christmas we rejoice with the angels as 

God’s peace is announced. After the angel 

announces to the shepherds, keeping watch over 

their flock by night, that a Savior is born, a 

multitude of angels declares, “Glory to God in 

the highest, and on earth peace among those 

with whom he is pleased!” (Luke 2:24 ESV) 

Indeed, Peace in Christ! Peace, who will dwell 

with us on earth in the flesh, true God and true 

man, Jesus! 

Christ is born into a troubled world, full of 

conflict and oppression. He dwells with the 

people and bears their sickness and sin in His 

body as He lives among them, healing and 

forgiving sin. In Jesus’ baptism, He takes on all 

the sin of the world, brokenness of body, soul, 

and mind, and carries it, ultimately to the Cross. 

On the Cross Jesus bears the sin, all the sin, of 

the whole world. My sin and your sin included. 

The sin of my enemies and your enemies is there 

too. The sin against whole bodies and minds 

known as disease and sickness is there. The final 

consequence for sin, death and forsakenness by 

God, is crucified on the Tree of Life in the Body 

of Christ Jesus, the innocent and spotless Lamb 

of God. 

Peace is secured. The sins of the whole world 

are atoned for in Christ Jesus! The devil is 

defeated with his own weapon, death. This time, 

however, the death is not of a sinner, but of the 

Perfect Sinless Man, the Son of God. As proof 

that Jesus’ death paid the price and bore the 

punishment for all sin which He bore in His 

body on the Cross, God raised Jesus from death 

to LIFE, true, flesh and blood LIFE, in the 

Resurrection! Peace with God! 

On the evening of the Day of Resurrection, 

Jesus’ disciples are in the Upper Room behind 

locked doors, fearing the Jews. Then Jesus 

comes and stands with them in the room! Jesus, 

the crucified and risen Lord, shows them His 

hands and His side, with tangible wounds for our 

transgressions, yet now in Living Flesh. Then 

the best words: Jesus says, “Peace be with you.” 

(John 20:19 ESV) Yes! Peace! Peace, because 

Jesus is with them and sins are forgiven! 

Now for us, Sunday morning comes, and we 

arrive at the Divine Service where God gives us 

His gifts of forgiveness of sins and life. We 

confess our sins, and the pastor, in Christ’s stead 

and by His command, forgives us of our sins. 

Peace! 

We hear Jesus in the proclaimed Word of God 

and in the sermon. We receive His Word! 

Now we prepare to receive the Lord’s Supper. 

The pastor says the Words of our Lord, as the 

Words of Institution, “…Take, eat; this is My 

body, which is given for you…Drink of it, all of 

you; this cup is the new testament in My blood, 

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of 

sins…” The pastor holds up the bread and the 

chalice of wine, the Body and Blood of Jesus, 

and says, facing the congregation, “The peace 

of the Lord be with you always.” To which we 

respond, “Amen.” Yes, yes, it shall be so!  

Jesus is present. As He was present with the 

disciples in the Upper Room, He is present with 

us. He shows them His wounded flesh and gives 

them peace, just as we behold Him in the bread 

and wine, and He gives us peace through the 

words of the pastor.  We have Jesus and receive 

His life, eating and drinking His Body and 

Blood, for the forgiveness of sin. Peace! 

The Pax Domini is a small sentence in the 

Divine Service, but it carries the great peace we 

desire. As forgiven children of God, we have 

peace in Christ and bring that peace into our 

family, workplace, and neighborhood. 

In Christ’s peace, 

Lisa Mai  +  Deaconess Intern  +  July 29, 2019 


