CHRISTIAN LIFE NOTES

Oregon District LWML

LWML National Convention—
Growing in God’s Grace

The LWML National Convention held in Omaha
Nebraska, on June 26-29, 2025, is over and the
excitement is still buzzing as I talk to people who
were a part of this awesome endeavor. Mission grants
were voted on, all dependent on our Mites. We can
make these grants a reality and help share the gospel
message with so many people around the world. I
encourage your LWML groups to set your goals to
help reach people we cannot!

Today, I thought that we could catch some of the
excitement generated at the LWML convention by
sharing an interview with Madame President Deb
Weaver of the LWML Oregon District.

Question:
Tell us how the opening ceremony began and the
significance of being a part of it.

The opening ceremony began with the organist
playing the introduction to “Lift High the Cross.” As
the processional cross entered the convention hall, the
audience rose and turned to watch it proceed in. The
trumpeter then joined in on the hymn. There were
approximately 300 pastors, all robbed and singing the
hymn with us as they processed in.

This for me is the best part of the National
Convention. To see approximately 4,000 attendees
standing and singing praise to our God as the
procession takes place brings tears to my eyes every
time.

Question:
There were many break-out sessions. Tell us about
one you attended and what you learned from it.

I had the joy of attending the luncheon session with
Rev. Kevin D. Robson. Rev. Robson has served as
the LCMS Chief Mission Officer since 2015,
supervising Synod’s Offices of International Mission.

Volume 105

August 2025

Growing

We listened to several missionaries speak on what it
is like to live outside of the United States and to work
for the spreading of God’s Kingdom. I had the
pleasure of sharing a table at the President’s luncheon
with Chelsea Irwin, who serves the Lord through
LCMS in Eurasia. Her enthusiasm and joy were truly
contagious. She lives currently in the Czech Republic.

Question:

Growing in God’s Grace (2 Peter 3:18) was the
theme of the convention. How did you see and hear
this theme during the time spent there? Did the Bible
study exemplify the theme?

I came away with two full pages of notes that I took
during the amazing Bible study led by Christina
Hergenrader.

Christina shared about the time in her life as an author
when she had writer’s block. This was right before
she was asked to speak at the LWML Convention.
She shared her struggles. She asked us “Where do
you see Christ standing when you’re in the fire of
life?”” And she reminded us to encourage one another
through sharing our stories. And that we all need to
be dependent on the grace that God gives to us and
that we are called to show to others.
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Question:

What new ideas were shared while meeting with and
learning about other LWML ladies (and Pastors).
How do you see us implementing these in Oregon?

I ate almost every meal at a table where I did not
know anyone. Talk about stepping outside of my
comfort zone! I heard stories from missionaries, grant
recipients and how they used what they received from
LWML. I sat with two pastors who travel to West
Africa to teach Lutheran Pastors over there. It was so
interesting to hear about the different lifestyles in the
countries that we minister too.

I also came away with realizing how many women do
not know what we do at the District and the National
levels. A lot of women shared that they did not even
know what happens at Zone levels. Women were not
sure how we select grants and what the Mite box is all
about. Ladies shared how worried they are that we are
not reaching out to younger women and multicultural
women.

We have a lot of education to do in the Oregon
District. We need to reach out and invite women of
all ages and all races to our events. We need to
encourage our Pastors and their wives in the Oregon
District and include them in all that we do.

We need to treat each other with respect and
acknowledge that we have varied opinions on things.

We need to acknowledge that we all work for a great
Boss. We need to be enthusiastic in our faith and in
our work and never stop showing grace and mercy to
those we encounter.

We have a lot of work ahead of us and I need ALL
OF YOU to accomplish the work God has called us to
do. We need to educate, encourage, and excite one
another in the Oregon District.

Question:
What was one or two things that were “Take-aways”
for you?

That we are ALL called to work for the Lord. This
means sharing our time, our talents, and our
enthusiasm for the call we have been given.

To show grace to those we encounter each day.

Question:

How do you see the LWML Oregon District keep on
Growing in God’s Grace? Name one thing that any
LWML lady could do.

Demonstrate grace daily to those you encounter.
Think about sharing the Gospel message through your
actions each day.

If you share gospel message and would
like some pointers on mentoring others the
fall retreat is for YOU.

LWML Oregon District Fall Retreat!

“Seasoned with Salt”
Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the best
use of the time. Let your speech always be
gracious seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how you ought to answer each person (Colossians
4:5-6).
Mary J Smith, who works with Christian
Life for the National LWML, will be guiding
us through the process of mentoring

others. She has some interesting ways we

can encourage others to strengthen their
faith and encourage them to “Grow in
God’s Grace.”

We have many activities planned. But one
of the best activities is to connect with
other women across the state of Oregon in
a beautiful and relaxing place.
Registration is open for the retreat.
Look on the LWMLor.org website for
registration packets. Registration will close
August 25,2025. Come join us for a fun
weekend at Aldersgate Retreat Center!
Turner, Oregon. September 19-21, 2025




